Date: Sunday, April 06, 2008
DAIL Y RECORD Location: MORRISTOWN, NJ

Circulation (DMA): 39,730 (1)

Type (Frequency): Newspaper (S)

Page: 5

Keyword: N.J. 211

Tax credit education efforts paying off
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Agencies working to help sen-
iors, veterans and low-income
families gain additional tax
refunds or credits say their
efforts to boost awareness of the
programs are showing results.

This year, thanks to publicity
about the EITC — the Earned
Income Tax Credit — First Call
for Help 2-1-1 has received 138
calls about the program, said
Mary Jo Buchanan, Morris
County’s director of human
services. Last year, the service
got five calls.

Penny Olson, director of
NORWESCAP’s Family Self-
Sufficiency Program in Morris
County, said her agency, along
with the United Way of Morris
County, promotes the EITC at

at the shelter and at work
remind workers of the credit.

Gonzalez said she also is
learning about the federal eco-
nomic tax rebate, and was inter-
ested to learn that it could be
worth $1,200 to her.

"That would help a lot," she
said.

Taxpayers who received at
least $3,000 in income, Social
Security, veterans’ and railroad
benefits and do not normally file
a federal tax return should plan
to file a Form 1040 or Form
1040A to qualify for the rebate,
officials said.

Last year, Sheila Carter,
human services department
coordinator for the EITC pro-
gram, said 10,530 Morris County
families got back $16.2 million.

$4,716 and a state tax benefit of
$983. This amount also applies
for a single head of household
with two children earning
$37,783.

Eligible in Morris

According to the U.S. Census
Bureau in 2006, 26,586 families in
Morris County — or 15 percent
of households — earned less
than $34,999, and another 17,835
families earned less than
$49,999. Combined, 44,421 fami-
lies — or 25 percent of the coun-
ty’s 174,256 households — earned
less than $49,999 in 2006.

The change also means that
married workers without chil-
dren who earned less that
$14,590 in 2007 qualify for the
EITC.
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To get a rebate

@ For information on earned income tax credits, call First Call
for Help, 2-1-1. or call NORWESCAP RSVP Volunteer Resource
Center, Denville at (973) 784-4900, ext. 101. Information also
is available at the United Way of Morris’ site, linked from this
story at dallyrecord.com.

@ You are eligible for the 2007 federal stimulus tax rebate if
you have $3,000 or more in qualifying income from the follow-
ing sources: earned income; Social Security; certain railroad
retirement benefits; certain veterans benefits and nontaxable
combat pay.

For information, call the IRS Hotline at (866) 2342942 or
visit the IRS online, linked from this story at dallyrecord.com.
Report any attempted scam related to the rebate program to
phishing@irs.gov.
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